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December 1, 2006

Ms. Barbara L. Neilson

Administrative Law Judge

100 Washington Avenue South, Suite 1700
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Dear Ms. Neilson:

As a retiree who worked at Otter Tail Power Company for XX years and still invests in it, I’ve
had the pleasure of watching the company grow steadily while maintaining rates that are some of
the lowest in the nation. The company has a good record of reliability, and its customer
satisfaction levels are high. I write today as an individual who has spent a lifetime in the area the
company serves. I've seen the results of its economic development efforts firsthand, watched its
employees battle the elements to restore power, and seen, in my own home, the financial rewards
of its demand-side management program.

Today I see the company, after a multi-year study, taking the lead in a unique partnership with
six other power companies to build the generation and transmission facilities needed to meet the
growing energy needs of more than 2 million people in this region. That growth is expected to
reach 15 percent within the next ten years.

Because homegrown energy is a vital component in our nation’s energy independence, I take a
great deal of pride in the company’s contribution. I’'m equally proud of the fact that the proposal
calls for advanced environmental control technologies that will make sulfur, nitrogen, and
mercury emission from Big Stone I and Big Stone II combined as low as, or lower than, they
now are from the existing plant alone. I see that as a remarkable achievement. And, together with
the partnership’s plans to add 850 megawatts of wind generation, it’s graphic testimony to the
commitment of the Big Stone II partners to the environment. '

Of course, I always am aware of the importance of energy costs to everyone, myself included.
That’s why it seems so reasonable to me that the plant will be built on the existing Big Stone
Plant site. Experienced employees are already there, as are railway access, coal- and ash-
handling facilities, a cooling pond, and water-pumping equipment. Combined, those factors will
reduce construction and operation costs substantially.

Turge you to approve the Big Stone II application for a transmission Certificate of Need.

Feettedd L)77, 0,

Most sincerely,
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